REVISION OR CREATION
"The Crisis is arrived at which the good People of
America are to decide the solemn question whether they
will by wise and magnanimous Efforts reap the just fruits
of Independence which they have so gloriously acquired
and of that Union which they have cemented with so
much of their common Blood, or whether by giving way
to unmanly Jealousies and Prejudices or to partial and
transitory Interests they will renounce the auspicious
blessings prepared for them by the Revolution.** General
Assembly of Virginia, October 16,1786.
"An Union of Sovereign States, preserving their Civil
Liberties and connected together by such Tyes as to
Preserve permanent & effective Governments is a system
not described, it is a Circumstance that has not Occurred
in the History of men/' North Carolina delegates to Gov-
ernor Richard Caswell, June 14t 1787,
E CARRIAGES of the delegates, and some of the dele-
JL gates on foot or on horseback, made their way to the State
House through a heavy rain on the morning of Friday, May 25,
With a majority of the thirteen states at last represented, it was at
last necessary to set down the names of the delegates in attend-
ance. The whole of New England had only one delegate: King
of Massachusetts. Hamilton and Yates of New York, Brearley,
Houston, and Paterson of New Jersey, Robert and Goaverneur
Morris, FitzSimons, and Wilson of Pennsylvania, were present
FranHin was absent because of the weather and his infirmities.
Delaware had Read, Bassett, and Broom. Maryland was not yet
represented, but all seven Virginia delegates were solidly on
hand: Washington, Randolph, Wythe, Mason, Madison, Blair,
McClurg. For North Carolina there were four out of the total of
five elected: Spaight, Davie, Martin, Williamson. All four of the
South Carolina delegates had come; Rudedge, the two Pindkneys
(who were second cousins), and Butler. Few of Georgia was still
his state's only representative.
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